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BROADBAND ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING AGENDA

• Call to Order

• Introductory Remarks from the Chair

• Approval of Minutes

• Office of Broadband Updates

o Connect Illinois Broadband Grant Program

o Digital Equity Programming + Collaboration – Robbie McBeath + Adrienne Pickett, Ph.D

o Illinois Broadband Lab – Jeannette Tamayo

• FCC Mapping Challenge Processes – Shubhika Agarwal

• Federal Updates

o National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) – Greg Claus

• Broadband Technology: Fiber and Fixed Wireless – Andrew Afflerbach, Ph.D, P.E. 

• Broadband Affordability: the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) – John Horrigan, Ph.D

• Stakeholder Updates

o Chicago Digital Equity Initiative – Devon Braunstein 

• BAC Terms + Working Groups 

• Public Comment 

• Adjourn







Infrastructure
• Connect Illinois Broadband Grant Program

• Illinois Century Network | Middle Mile Broadband

Digital Equity + Engagement Programming
• Illinois Connected Communities

• Accelerate Illinois Broadband Infrastructure Planning Program

• Broadband READY (Regional Engagement for Adoption + Digital Equity)

• Computer Equity Network

• Digital Navigators (tbd)
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ILLINOIS OFFICE OF BROADBAND
PROGRAMMING



Program Summary
• Grant to support broadband infrastructure that meets or exceeds state goals

Grant Amount
• Up to $10M; $350M available statewide
• Nonstate match not required

Three Categories
• Broadband Access
• Broadband Innovation
• Urban Broadband

Application Approach
• Paused for administrative rulemaking
• Rolling basis for grant review + awards
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CONNECT ILLINOIS GRANTS
ROUND 3 NOFO



Robbie McBeath
Program & Communications Coordinator

Illinois Broadband Lab



Accelerate Illinois

Previously, two 14-week cohorts: Feb – May 2022 and 
May – Aug 2022

3rd Cohort set to begin early January 2023

The Approach:
• No funding | ‘Notice of Collaboration Opportunity’
• 30+ hrs of expert consultation and facilitation
• Vision statement
• Community survey &. mapping analysis
• Provider interviews
• Strategic plan
• Target capital dollars to support broadband 

infrastructure implementation
• Create and deliver a final presentation to peer 

communities and community governing boards



Cities, villages, counties, or multi-county regions are 
eligible applicants. 

Why a county-level focus?



Counties Can 
Provide 
Leadership

• Budget
• Relationships across jurisdictions

• Downward to municipalities, 
townships, and schools

• Upward to regional planning 
commissions, state and federal 
agencies

• Connection to the citizenry
• Recognized convener on key 

community issues





https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois

https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois/accelerate-illinois.html

Illinois Office of Broadband 

Accelerate Landing Page

NOCO & Application

https://go.illinois.edu/accelerate

https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois
https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois
https://go.illinois.edu/accelerate


Ag-Focused Cohort: 
Broadband Breakthrough

The project will provide: a strong, measurable rationale for broadband 
infrastructure  investment, a process to validate and field-test the Planning 
Tool in select Illinois counties, and an education and engagement program for 
rural farming communities to plan and cost their infrastructure investment.

Broadband Breakthrough is a 16-week agricultural-focused cohort of 
five counties that will field test a Rural Broadband Infrastructure 
Planning Tool created by a research team from the Illinois State 
University Department of Geography, Geology and Environment.

14 Eligible Counties (5 will be selected):

Bond, Christian, Clinton, Edgar, Hancock, Henry, Iroquois, Kankakee, 

LaSalle, Macoupin, McLean, Ogle, Washington, and Wayne



Application-Specific Questions: 
broadband@illinois.gov

Accelerate Program-Specific Questions:
Robbie McBeath, mcbeath1@uillinois.edu

Broadband Breakthrough-Specific Questions: 
Bill Coleman, bcoleman@benton.org

Next Steps

https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois

• Review NOCO & Application — Read Carefully!

• Get your teams organized!

• Apply! 

Deadline: December 16, 2022

• Preview the Accelerate Guidebook

Benton.org/Publications/Accelerate

mailto:broadband@illinois.gov
mailto:mcbeath1@uillinois.edu
mailto:bcoleman@benton.org
https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois
https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois/accelerate-illinois.html
http://benton.org/Publications/Accelerate


ILLINOIS BROADBAND 

REGIONAL ENGAGEMENT 

FOR ADOPTION AND 

DIGITAL EQUITY

(BROADBAND READY)

Adrienne Pickett, Ph.D.

Visit ing Coordinator for Broadband, I l l inois 
Broadband Lab

Broadband Advisory Counci l  Meeting

December 14, 2022



I l l ino is  Department  o f  Commerce  &  Economic  

Opportun i ty  (DCEO) ,  O f f i ce  o f  Reg iona l  Economic  

Deve lopment ,  S tatewide  Reg iona l  Map 

ht tps ://www2. i l l ino i s .gov/dceo/Smal lB izAss is tan

ce/Reg ionSpec i f i cAss is tance/Pages/defaul t .aspx

TEAMS

Cohort 1:  2020-21

Regional  1 P lann ing Counc i l :  Nor thern State l ine

Eastern I l l ino is  Univers i ty:  Southeast

Southern I l l ino is  Univers i ty:  Southern

Univers i ty of  I l l ino is  – Urbana-Champaign: East  Centra l

Highl ights: Southeast  Region’s  l ibrar ian -based t ra in the t ra iner  
d ig i ta l  sk i l l s  program at  Mattoon and Char leston schools  and 
l ibrar ies

Southern Region’s  Eurma C. Hayes Community Technology Center       
R ibbon Cutt ing in Carbondale

Cohort 2:  2021-22

Bloomington Normal  Economic Development Counc i l :  Nor th  

Centra l

Ch icago State Univers i ty:  Nor theast

Nor thern I l l ino is  Univers i ty:  Nor thwest

Southern I l l ino is  Univers i ty – Edwardsv i l le:  Southwest

Univers i ty of  I l l ino is  – Spr ingf ie ld:  Centra l  

Western I l l ino is  Univers i ty:  West  Centra l

Highl ights: Southwest Region’s  co l laborat ion with PCs for  People ’s  
af fordab le comput ing dev ice d is t r ibut ions in  East  St .  Lou is  

West Centra l  Region’s  d ig i ta l  l i teracy t ra in ing courses in   
cybersecur i ty  and data ana lyt ics  

https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/SmallBizAssistance/RegionSpecificAssistance/Pages/default.aspx


Next steps for 

Broadband 

READY Program:

Additional 

Funding for 

Regional Project 

Expansion

Final Cohort Two Meeting this Friday, 

December 16 @ 1pm:

1) 5-7-minute presentations of regional 

projects

2) Preview of Year Two READY funding 

opportunity

3) Discussion of team and project 

expectations

4) End of the year deadline for regional 

teams to express interest in Year Two 

funding

5) Questions? broadband@illinois.gov

mailto:broadband@illinois.gov


Update on DEA Planning
Illinois Broadband Lab

Jeannette Tamayo, Associate Vice President for Workforce Development and

Community Engagement



•Charlotte, NC: Sept 14-15
•Philadelphia, PA: Sept 20-21
•Kansas City, MO: Sept 29-30
•Dallas, TX: Oct 3-4
•Louisville, KY: Nov 1-2
•New York, NY: Nov 7-8
•Denver, CO: Nov 30-Dec 1

Federal Reserve Bank -
NDIA Workshops

47/56 eligible state & territories 
attended a workshop

















Contact

Jeannette Tamayo, Associate Vice President

Office of Economic Development and Innovation

University of Illinois System

jtama2@uillinois.edu

Kyle Harfst, Associate Vice President

Office of Economic Development and Innovation

University of Illinois System

kharfst@ullinois.edu

Adrienne Pickett, Visiting Broadband Coordinator

Illinois Broadband Lab

apickett@uillinois.edu

Shubhika Agarwal, Visiting Broadband Coordinator

Illinois Broadband Lab

sa38@uillinois.edu

Robbie McBeath, Visiting Broadband Coordinator

Illinois Broadband Lab

mcbeath1@uillinonis.edu



Illinois Broadband Lab

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FILE IS CONFIDENTIAL, PRELIMINARY, AND PRE-DECISIONAL

November 22, 2022

CLOSING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE IN ILLINOIS
MAXIMIZING IMPACT VIA IIJA BEAD AND DIGITAL EQUITY FUNDING  



Illinois Broadband Lab

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FILE IS CONFIDENTIAL, PRELIMINARY, AND PRE-DECISIONAL
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INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FILE IS CONFIDENTIAL, PRELIMINARY, AND PRE-DECISIONAL

Right now is an important moment in Illinois’ journey to 

close the digital divide and drive digital equity

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and ARPA Capital Projects Funds may provide ~$75 

billion to expand high-speed internet access by funding planning, infrastructure 

deployment and digital equity programs in all states and territories

29Illinois Broadband Lab

This funding can enable State to expand and 

accelerate work to bring high-speed internet 

access and digital equity to all in Illinois



30Illinois Broadband Lab

Illinois Broadband Lab has four near-term 

priorities

2

3

4 $254M in funding

sub-granted via

Connect Illinois

 IL could receive on the 

order of ~$1B for

infrastructure deployment

 Action plan due July 2023

 IL could receive $35M 

over 5 years for digital

inclusion initiatives

ARPA CPF

BEAD Planning

Digital Equity Plan

 Mobilizing residents to 

improve the new maps

 Enables maximum

BEAD allocation 

FCC Challenge

1

30Illinois Broadband Lab

Deep dive to follow



31Illinois Broadband Lab

According to the 

Nov 22 FCC maps, 

there are 192K (5%) 

unserved and 

1,142K (28%) 

underserved 

Broadband 

Serviceable 

Locations in Illinois

Source: Nov 22 FCC data maps

BSL: Broadband Serviceable Location

Served BSLs

Underserved BSLs

Unserved BSLs

By the numbers: 

Illinois broadband 

infrastructure 

Unserved

~192k (5%)

Underserved

~1,142k (28%)

Served

~2,797k (68%)

Total BSLs

~4,131K



32Illinois Broadband Lab

The FCC has developed a “challenge process” 

to help improve the newly released maps

Timeline of the challengeThe “post-challenges” broadband availability map will be the basis of 

BEAD allocation

32Illinois Broadband Lab

On Nov 18, 2022, the FCC 

released updated 

broadband maps

Until January 13, 2023, the 

FCC is accepting inputs 

‘challenging’ the accuracy 

of the maps

The more improvements we 

can make to the maps 

before January 13, 2023, the 

better positioned we are to 

bridge the digital divide in IL



Illinois Broadband Lab

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FILE IS CONFIDENTIAL, PRELIMINARY, AND PRE-DECISIONAL
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INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FILE IS CONFIDENTIAL, PRELIMINARY, AND PRE-DECISIONAL

Illinois Broadband Lab developed a four-point strategy to ensure the 

maps are as accurate as possible

Identify Broadband 

Serviceable Locations 
through

mapping analytics 

Mobilize consumers 
through existing 

relationships and 

partner networks

Conduct targeted 
outreach to areas 
with high density

of FWA and

Copper locations

Submit bulk 
challenges in key 
areas identified

by analytics 

We need your help to reach the members of your community!

The current work will feed into the broader stakeholder engagement for BEAD and Digital 

Equity planning starting in early 2023



34Illinois Broadband Lab

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FILE IS CONFIDENTIAL, PRELIMINARY, AND PRE-DECISIONAL

What can you do today? We will provide you with a toolkit to share with 

your constituents 



https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois/fcc-broadband-challenge.html

https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois/fcc-broadband-challenge.html


We have a historic opportunity to make huge strides 
in closing the digital divide in Illinois 

And we need your help to make it happen

How can you help? Visit FCC or IOB websites, 
evaluate the FCC’s National Broadband map, and 
challenge any errors by January 13, 2022. 

Questions? Contact broadband@illinois.gov

Why your help is needed now? An accurate FCC map will 
result in more funding and more targeted investment

Illinois Office of Broadband has made available resources 
that all Illinois residents, local governments, and other 
partners can utilize to help us get an accurate mapping of 
the areas in our state without high-speed internet.

And we need your help to make it happen

mailto:broadband@illinois.gov


Federal Updates
Greg Claus

NTIA
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Illinois Received BEAD Grant Initial Planning Funds

Initial Planning Grant

$5M

Entities eligible to apply for this program include:

• All 50 States

• The District of Columbia and Puerto Rico

• Other Territories: U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

Example eligible uses of funds include:

A program to get all Americans 

online by funding partnerships 

between states or territories, 

communities, and stakeholders 

to build infrastructure where we 

need it to and increase adoption 

of high-speed Internet.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Planning for 

deployment 

of Internet

Deploying or 

upgrading  

Internet 

Installing 

Internet in 

multi-tenant 

buildings

Implementing 

adoption and 

digital equity 

programs

Workforce 

and job 

training

ESTIMATED TIMELINE Timeline approximate unless exact date specified

Due 

7/18

Due 270 days after planning 

funds received

Due 180 days after new DATA maps 

and notice of fundings amounts issued

Due 365 days after 

initial proposal approvalNOFO 

5/132022 2023 2024 2025 2026+

5-year plan

Final proposal

LOI 4-year implementation

Initial proposal

11/15



39

Illinois Received State Digital Equity Grant Planning Funds

Initial Planning Grant

$1,515,352

The Digital Equity Act created three programs:

Example eligible uses of funds include:

Three Digital Equity Act 

programs provide funding to 

promote digital inclusion and 

advance equity for all. They 

ensure all communities access 

and use affordable, reliable high-

speed Internet to meet their 

needs and improve their lives.

PROGRAMS HIGHLIGHTS

Developing digital equity 

plans; states must develop 

a plan to be eligible for 

state capacity grants

Making awards to other 

entities to help make digital 

equity plans

Improving accessibility and 

inclusivity of public 

resources

Implementing digital equity 

plans and related activities

Providing digital literacy 

and digital skills education

Facilitating the adoption of 

high-speed Internet

State Planning

• $60M formula funding 

program to develop digital 

equity plans

State Capacity

• $1.44B formula funding 

program to implement plans 

& promote digital inclusion

Competitive

• $1.25B to implement 

digital equity and 

inclusion activities

ESTIMATED TIMELINE

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026+

1-year state planningPlanning app State cap. app 5-year state capacity implementation

Comp. app 4-year competitive implement.

NOFO 

5/13 Due 7/12

Timeline approximate unless exact date specified

Competitive Program 

launches within 1 month 

of first Capacity awards
12/1



Greg Claus

Federal Program Officer, Illinois

NTIA

gclaus@ntia.gov (202) 834-0139

mailto:gclaus@ntia.gov


Fixed Wireless Technologies and Their 
Suitability for Broadband Delivery
December 2022 

Presentation to Illinois Broadband Advisory Council

Andrew Afflerbach, Ph.D., P.E. | Chief Technology Officer
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QUESTIONS?

Matt Schmit | Chair

Illinois Broadband Advisory Council

broadband@Illinois.gov



NEXT REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15



ADJOURNMENT


